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2004 Wisconsin SAT scores increase, graduates among national leaders
State students show a high level of achievement on college entrance exams

MADISON—State Superintendent Elizabeth Burmaster announced today that Wisconsin’s SAT test results

show an increase over last year’s scores and are once again among the top in the nation. Only Iowa and

South Dakota students scored higher than Wisconsin students in mean verbal and math scores (see chart).

“Wisconsin’s college-bound graduates are again among the national leaders on the SAT,

reflecting their excellent preparation, as well as predicting future success in college,” Burmaster said.

“This national leadership is also reflected in other college testing programs, and we should be proud of

our students’ achievements,” said Burmaster, referring to the state’s No. 1 ranking on the ACT, reported

earlier this month.

The 4,472 Wisconsin graduates who took the SAT at some point in their high school careers

represent 7 percent of the state’s high school graduates. The ACT was taken by 45,480 Wisconsin

students, or 68 percent of the student population, in 2003-04.

Five hundred fifty-nine Wisconsin students of color who graduated in 2004 took the SAT, up

from 464 students last year, an increase of 20 percent. Test scores for our students of color ranged from 39

to 112 points higher than their national peers, but lagged behind scores for Wisconsin’s white students.

“The achievement gap is very apparent,” said Burmaster. “These results indicate we have a long way to

go in preparing students who are economically disadvantaged, students whose first language is not

English, and children of color, for successful postsecondary careers. We must work to provide these

students with the same educational opportunities as their college-bound peers, and encourage them to

participate in this kind of testing.”

Overall, Wisconsin SAT test takers posted a verbal score of 587, up two points from the scores of

2002-03 graduates. The math score, at 596, was also up two points from the previous test. Nationally,
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1.42 million students took the SAT, with verbal scores up one point from the previous year at 508 and math

scores down one point at 518.

Wisconsin students who took the SAT tend to have higher grade-point averages, class rank, and

family income than their national counterparts. Wisconsin SAT test takers reported a mean grade-point

average (GPA) of 3.63 compared to a national GPA of 3.28.

In 2003-04, 48 percent of Wisconsin students taking the SAT said they were in the top 10 percent

of their class, compared to 32 percent in 2002-03. Nationally, 14 percent of tested students said they were

in the top 10 percent. In Wisconsin, 50 percent of students came from families with incomes of $50,000 or

more. Their scores were significantly higher than students from economically disadvantaged families,

both in Wisconsin and nationally.

Comparison of 2004 SAT scores
% tested Verbal Math

Iowa 5 593 602
South Dakota 5 594 597
Wisconsin 7 587 596
North Dakota 5 582 601
Illinois 10 585 597
Minnesota 10 587 593
Nation 48 508 518

###

NOTE: The Department of Public Instruction does not receive reports of SAT scores for schools or school districts.
Please contact local school officials directly for score information. Tables that provide additional information
about SAT scores follow.



Wisconsin 2004 SAT Profile
SAT Scores Over 10 Years 2004 SAT Scores by Ethnic Group

        Wisconsin      Wisconsin Takers Verbal Math

Year Takers Verbal Math African American 185 476 469

2003-04 4,472 587 596 American Indian 30 522 518

2002-03 4,487 585 594 Asian 233 561 616
2001-02 4,186 583 599 Hispanic/Latino
2000-01 4,173 584 596 Mexican American 56 525 533
1999-00 4,188 584 597 Puerto Rican 16 569 561
1998-99 4,295 584 595 Other Hispanic 39 560 565
1997-98 4,362 581 594 White 3,074 593 601
1996-97 4,485 579 590 Other 105 587 584
1995-96 4,647 577 586 No response 734 605 611
1994-95 4,998 574 585

            Nation          Nation Takers Verbal Math

Year Takers Verbal Math African American 137,953 430 427

2003-04 1,419,007 508 518 American Indian 8,219 483 488

2002-03 1,406,324 507 519 Asian 112,542 507 577
2001-02 1,327,831 504 516 Hispanic/Latino
2000-01 1,276,320 506 514 Mexican American 57,739 451 458
1999-00 1,260,278 505 514 Puerto Rican 16,449 457 452
1998-99 1,220,130 505 511 Other Hispanic 48,192 461 465
1997-98 1,172,779 505 512 White 719,753 528 531
1996-97 1,127,021 505 511 Other 46,615 494 508
1995-96 1,084,725 505 508 No response 271,545 522 535
1994-95 1,067,993 504 506

2004 SAT Scores by Type of School
2004 SAT Scores by Family Income

     Wisconsin Takers Verbal Math

    Wisconsin Takers Verbal Math Public 3,237 592 605
Less than $10,000 48 479 488 Religious affiliation 646 581 582
$10,000 to $20,000 79 511 520 Independent 323 561 567
$20,000 to $30,000 124 529 539 Other or unknown 266 -- --
$30,000 to $40,000 201 553 557
$40,000 to $50,000 215 576 580          Nation Takers Verbal Math
$50,000 to $60,000 252 577 585 Public 1,073,241 505 515
$60,000 to $70,000 270 584 590 Religious affiliation 150,524 537 531
$70,000 to $80,000 266 584 598 Independent 69,336 555 574
$80,000 to $100,000 494 595 599 Other or unknown 125,906 -- --
$100,000 or more 967 602 613
No response 1,556 -- --

2004 SAT Scores by Gender
        Nation Takers Verbal Math
Less than $10,000 40,393 422 450    Wisconsin Takers Verbal Math
$10,000 to $20,000 68,584 440 457 All students 4,472 587 596
$20,000 to $30,000 79,223 459 467 Males 2,149 588 613
$30,000 to $40,000 89,775 478 482 Females 2,323 585 579
$40,000 to $50,000 74,603 493 496
$50,000 to $60,000 76,460 501 504       Nation Takers Verbal Math
$60,000 to $70,000 69,095 507 510 All students 1,419,007 508 518
$70,000 to $80,000 68,263 515 518 Males 660,270 512 537
$80,000 to $100,000 97,099 527 530 Females 758,737 504 501
$100,000 or more 161,809 553 562
No response 593,703 -- --

NOTE: The Department of Public Instruction does not receive reports of SAT scores for schools or school districts.
Please contact district or school officials directly for local information.


